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" Can she stand with Europe ? Alliances based on
promise of assistance that won't be forthcoming—worse
than useless."
" But suppose Belgium were invaded again, or
Holland ? "
" The one case, perhaps. Let that be understood.
Knowledge in Europe, young man, of what England will
or will not do in given cases is most important. And
they've never had it. Perjide Albion / Heh ! We always
wait till the last moment to declare our policy. Great
mistake. Gives the impression that we serve Time—
which, with our democratic system, by the way, we generally
do."
" I like that, sir," said Michael, who did not. " About
wheat ? How would you stabilise the price so as to
encourage our growth of it ? "
" Ha ! My pet lamb. We want a wheat loan, Mr. Mont,
and Government control. Every year the Government
should buy in advance all the surplus we need and store
it; then fix a price for the home farmers that gives them
a good profit; and sell to the public at the average between
the two prices. You'd soon see plenty of wheat grown
here, and a general revival of agriculture."
" But wouldn't it raise the price of bread, sir f "
" Not it."
" And need an army of officials ? "
" No.    Use the present machinery properly organised."
" State trading, sir ? " said Michael, with diffidence.
Sir James Foggart's voice boomed out. " Exceptional
case—basic case—why not ? "
" I quite agree," said Michael, hastily. " I never thought
of it, but why not ? . . . Now as to the opposition to child
emigration in this country. Do you think it comes from the
affection of parents for their children ? "

